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I recently asked my smartphone and tablet-using friends what their favorite features are for their devices. Following is what they shared.

1. Navigation

· Smartphone is always with you.

· Smartphones use maps stored on remote servers so the maps are always current.

· Integration with contacts on your smartphone for entering destination.

· Works for driving and walking tours.

· Useful in town as well as on trips.

2. Calendar

· Calendar view can be set up as a list, year view, month view, or day view.

· Can be synced with all devices.

· Settings allow inclusion of holidays and birthdays from contacts.

3. Alarm

The clock on a smartphone can be used as an alarm, timer, stopwatch, or world clock.

4. Weather Channel App

Provides current temps, local forecasts, radar maps, storm tracking, and alerts.

5. Microphone for Speaking Text

· With dictation you can use your voice instead of typing text when sending email or text messages. Look for the microphone on the keyboard.

· Dictation understands basic text-related commands such as “all caps,” ‘new paragraph,” and “new line.” When you say “period,” “comma, “question mark,” or “exclamation point,” Dictation adds that punctuation.

Insert emoticons into a text field by saying “smiley face’ or “frowny face,”

6. Lists

· iPhones come with the Reminders App. With this app you can make grocery lists, packing lists, and set the app to remind you of a task on a specific day and time.

· Items can be added to the lists by Siri also.

7. Pre-selected text for 2nd caller

iPhone iOS 6 users have the “Reply With Message” function which allows a response to be sent to the caller with a pre-written text message.

8. White Pages App

Look up name, numbers, and addresses.

9. Fingerprint Touch ID

Touch ID lets you unlock your phone and make purchases with Apple Pay simply by using your fingerprint. It uses highly sophisticated algorithms to recognize and securely match your finger print. And the improved Touch ID sensor detects your fingerprint even faster than the previous generation.

10. Lock Screen Shows Current Temperature, Time, and Date

11. Increase Font Size and Screen Size

 Double tap the screen to stretch the screen for easier reading.

12. Screen Shots

Pressing the Home and Sleep/Wake button to Snap a picture of your smartphone screen. Once a screenshot is captured, it will be automatically saved to your camera roll.

Please share your favorite features with me at cejmmahaffey (at) gmail.com. I’ll create a list and publish the list in the next ICON newsletter to share with all ICON members.

